
A Message from the 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard  

No matter what Area, District or Unit I visit, I am humbled to meet the talented, dedicated 
and compassionate members of our Coast Guard workforce. And I am so thankful that 
despite the ongoing challenges in the world, our workforce has continued to show up to 
help one another. A large part of this is through Coast Guard Mutual Assistance (CGMA). 
I’m thrilled to champion the Annual Campaign once again. 

My passion for CGMA’s life-changing mission is deeply personal. From the earliest days 
of my career at Station Short Beach to today, serving as a member of the CGMA Board of 
Control, I’ve witnessed how challenging or unexpected circumstances–such as covering 
first and last month’s rent, a family medical emergency, or a major unplanned home or 
auto repair–can overwhelm personal finances. Whether your friends, or coworkers are 
going through difficult times, it can sometimes be overwhelming finding help-that’s why 
Mutual Assistance exists. CGMA provides the means to care for one another through 
tough times. 

As I approach my retirement and as CGMA approaches its centennial anniversary, I’m 
proud to partner with you to continue our commitment of helping our own. Whether it’s a 
monthly or one time donation, or getting involved in your unit’s campaign, you and your 
unit can make a difference! For every dollar donated, CGMA provides $1.46 in assistance, 
meaning your dollar goes further in helping each other. 

With the variety of challenges we have faced in the past few years and the next ones we 
are sure to face, it is imperative that we continue look after one another. Through Mutual 
Assistance is the best way I know to do that. The very name “Mutual Assistance” is the 
essence of the program. If you already have an allotment, I encourage you to consider 
upgrading your gift whenever you upgrade your uniform. If you do not yet have an 
allotment, now is a great time to start! Don’t set it, and forget it! 

Semper Paratus,   

Jason M. Vanderhaden
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard 


