
CEO Corner // A Message from RADM Cari Thomas:

A year of resilience and growth for CGMA – 2019
 
While CGMA has weathered storms and challenges alike this year, I am so grateful for those generous
friends who choose to daily stand by the men and women of the Coast Guard. Whether during the
distressing time of the government shutdown or the normal ebb and flow of financial challenges that any
of our clients face, Coast Guardsmen can rest assured that CGMA is ready to help.
 

As the year ends, will you take a step to make #CGMAevenbetter?

RADM Cari B.Thomas, USCG (Ret)
CGMA CEO

Lawn Care by Sector Field Office Volunteers Brings Peace and Relief to a 
Ninety Year Old Coast Guard Widow

Today Mrs. Hardin is smiling.

Mary Hardin is petite and precious. At a full 90 years old and less than 5 feet tall, she is the widow of
long-retired Coast Guard member. Recovering from a recent fall, Mary was worried about how she would
pay her medical bill and take care of pressing home repairs. Her worries began to shrink once she was
surrounded by the help of CGMA and the care of shipmates.

CGMA Representative at SFO Galveston, YNCS Shane Wetterstrom, took special interest in Mrs. Hardin's

https://cgmahq.dm.networkforgood.com/emails/www.cgmahq.org


situation and organized a volunteer day to give her the extra support she needed around her home.
Within a week, crew members showed up at her small ranch-style home and attended to some of her
yard and home maintenance needs: fixing several out-of-reach vents, organizing her husband’s military
uniforms, and pulling weeds. After mulching and sweeping the driveway, the crew personally presented
her with a CGMA grant for her bills.

In response to their efforts, CGMA COO Sean Fennell commended the crew, “Thank you for taking care
of Mrs. Hardin. We have a special place for the widows that we support, and we are glad you were able
to assist her.”
 
With her roof repaired and electrical issues resolved Mrs. Hardin is content. When Mary needed help, a
CGMA grant was delivered right on time with the personal touch of an attentive crew. 
 
Senior Chief Wetterstrom and team came together to support one of our own.
 

Mrs. Hardin needed help. 
Timely help was
available through a CGMA
grant and delivered with the
personal touch of an
attentive crew.

 
 
 

Over $200 million in assistance since 1924 
 

I want to help!

After Surgery,
Sandy is Singing Again

 
She sings the anthem. 
 
As the mascot at Station Port O'Connor, Sandy,
wags her tail, catches her treats, and lifts her
paw. Beloved by the crew, Sandy keeps them
company while on watch. Known to nap in the
Engineering Room (it's warmer), and her
favorite chew-able treats in ready supply, she
truly had no complaints. 

Recently, Auxiliarist Bob Puharic noticed a cyst
on Sandy's right rear leg. Concerned, he began
searching for a solution confident that this
faithful companion deserved the attention that
she so willingly gave to the crew.  Bob called
CGMA to ask for support on Sandy's behalf.
CGMA has several assistance programs geared
to pet emergencies and service animals, so her
case was approved!

All is well for honorary BMC Sandy. Mended
from surgery and back to her station
duties, Sandy is singing once again.
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After "passing the hat" among the crew, CGMA
covered the cost balance for the surgery. Sandy
had a successful procedure and returned to the
station sleepy but in good spirits. 

CGMA TEAM
 

 
 

Meet McKenna, our holiday intern,
in her own words:

 

"Hello! My name is McKenna Wirth and I'm

a sophomore at Carleton College planning

to double major in Russian and Psychology.

I enjoy riding horses, rollerskating, and

designing stage lighting for performances

at my school. 

I am also a proud member of a Coast

Guard family. Frequent moves during my

childhood were difficult but rewarding, and

I'm happy to support other Coasties and

their families in any way I can!"

All in a day's work. 

Every day amazing efforts are made by Coast Guard personnel to protect our borders and citizens.
The Coast Guard is mission-focused in support of our waterways and national interests. And each day
as donors give generously, CGMA is ready to support the people of the U.S. Coast Guard. 
 
You can still lend a helping hand to a Coast Guard member in need. Help get CGMA ready for a new
year so that each day our shipmates get the help they need for financial emergencies, education
programs, and family support.

Give a year-end gift today!

Coast Guard Mutual Assistance
1005 North Glebe Road, Ste 220
Arlington, VA 22201
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